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CHECKLIST

Can my organisation become a BIC?

Please answer the following questions.  If you answer “yes” to all of them, you are likely to be able to become a BIC after following the standard evaluation and accreditation process (See also Evaluation and Accreditation: What candidate BICs should know)

1.
Do you provide incubation and /or innovation support services directly to entrepreneurs, start-ups and existing SMEs?

Examples of these services include but are not limited to:

· Access to start up finance, venture capital, business angels etc.

· Business planning, risk assessment, innovation diagnostics etc.

· Either provision of on-site accommodation (in an incubator building) or help with finding other appropriate office/workshop space

· Access to workshops/laboratories/other specially equipped facilities

· Access to technical expertise (e.g. product prototyping) and or R&D

· Ideas laboratories/workshops, designed to help stimulate the creation of innovative business ideas

· EU, national or regional programmes and projects for entrepreneurs and SMEs

· Training for entrepreneurs and SMEs and other events

· Specialist expertise e.g. IP, internationalisation etc.
· Cluster animation

· Sector-specific incubation support

Your answer :




Yes
□

No
□
2. Is your organisation well connected with/ visible to local/regional public bodies, especially those responsible for economic development?
Your answer :




Yes
□

No
□
3. Do you have at least 3 full time business support staff on site?

Your answer :




Yes
□

No
□
4. Do you have a talent pool of either internal or external specialist expertise available for your client entrepreneurs and existing SMEs?

Examples of specialist expertise include but are not limited to:

· Intellectual Property (IP)

· Internationalisation

· R&D support

· Etc.
Your answer :




Yes
□

No
□
5.
Is your organisation well connected with/ visible to other local/regional business support providers and EU SME networks e.g. EICs, IRCs etc?
Your answer :




Yes
□

No
□
6.
Can your organisation demonstrate :

· Knowledge and experience of working with entrepreneurs and SMEs
· Examples of support given to entrepreneurs and SMEs (case studies)

· Results and impact on your region e.g. number of start-ups created, number of business plans produced, number of jobs created etc.?
Your answer :




Yes
□

No
□
7.
Does your organisation have an annual budget that covers its operating costs (even if it does not make a profit/surplus)?
Your answer :




Yes
□

No
□
8. Can you organisation and is your organisation willing to pay for a) the annual membership fee and b) the evaluation and accreditation process?

Your answer :




Yes
□

No
□
If you have answered “yes” to all the above questions, it is likely that your organisation can apply to become a BIC.  You should also read:

· BIC Quality Criteria

· Evaluation and Accreditation: What candidate BICs should know
If you are interested in applying to become a BIC, please complete the application for membership, indicating that you are applying as a Candidate BIC.

If you have answered “no” to some of the above questions, you can still benefit from EBN services by becoming an Associate Member.  To apply, please complete the application for membership, indicating that you are applying as an Associate Member.

If you have answered “no” to some of the above questions, but you believe that your organisation could become a BIC in the future, you should apply immediately as an Associate Member (as above) and talk to EBN about the Technical Assistance service, which will help you with e.g. feasibility study etc.
For further information:  visit http://www.ebn.be “Join the network” section or, for detailed information about becoming a BIC contact the Quality Team on +322 772 8900.
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